
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 94-015

CEASE AND DESIST ORDER

SHELL OIL COMPANY
Martinez, Contra Costa County

UNION OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA
Rodeo, Contra Costa County

EXXON COMPANY, U.S.A.
Benicia, Solano County

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region
(hereinafter called the Regional Board) finds that:

1. Shell Oil Company ("Shell"), Union Oil Company of California ("Unocal"), and
Exxon Company, U.S.A. ("Exxon"), hereinafter collectively referred to as the
dischargers, operate petroleum refineries that discharge wastewater into the
Carquinez Straits and Suisun Bay.

2. On February 20,1991, the Regional Board issued Order No. 91-026 amending the
dischargers' existing National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Permits to include a concentration-based effluent limitation for selenium of 50 ppb
(daily maximum) and a mass-based limitation, expressed in pounds per day,
equivalent to 50 ppb times the flow rate for each discharger, as determined on an
annual average basis. These limitations, referred to as Individual Control
Strategies (ICS), were issued to the dischargers pursuant to state authority under
the NPDES program and as a result of the "short listing" of San Pablo Bay,
Carquinez Strait and Suisun Bay (hereinafter generally referred to as "the Bays")
under section 304(1) of the federal Clean Water Act as impaired water bodies for
selenium. The listing decision was made by the u.s. Environmental Protection
Agency on September 28, 1990.

1


















